PAPER MAGAZINE, October 2006

JENNIFER VENDITTI & DONALD CUMMING

Film: Billythe Kid

Whan Jenmfer Yendith was a little girl, she would guiz her parents alter they'd come
home lrom parties aboul éevery delail<little wonder she grew up (0 be a documentary
llimmaker. Bifly fhe Kid, her first film, 15 a cinematic study of actor Billy Price. 5he met
mim when she cast him in Carter Smith's Bugerush (see below). Her campany, JVB, Inc.,
finds talent for photographers like Smith, Tor ry Richardson and David Sims, as well as for
companies ke Louls Yuitton, Benetton and Lewvi s, 1 saw Billy as a hero,” Yendittl explains
af the 15-year-ald high-schaal student whose violent past and unigue personality make
his adolescence particularly ¢ hallenging, “He truly believes in himsell and is not willimg to
change who he is to be accepted by olhers. Most adulls | Know can't even do thatl™

Price can be seen In Bugerush with Denald Cumming, an actor and member of the band
the Virging, Cumming ended up as director of photography on Yenditli's documentary,
He says that the intensity of the flim wasn't only emational, “it's a very physical job.”
Cumming says. “Just balancing and being on the oo, it°s like & workout." Venditti wound
up bonding with her subject while filming him gaing throwgh pain, *i started to feel guiilty
apoul sticking a camera in his face or prying to gel more delails oul of him, Let's just say
| cried a lot after feaving him at the end of each day, but | laughed a lot as well.,” There
will definitely be mare film in Vendithi's future; she's most interested in documentaries
right mow but isn't opposed bo other projects. Of documentary work, she says, “ feel it’s
the last Term of independent filmmaking, because you can fund it on your own and do
nat have to answer (o anyone” And wilh Venditli's detective-like nose for sniifing oul
talent, thers will no doubl be plenty of moving and Tunny footage to come, But it will be
tough to top her debut subject: “Billy was a dream characier. We never wanted to turn the
camera off because gverything he said was brilllant and honest.” For more Information,
wislt www vBinc.com. & Mickey Boardman * Donald wears Jeans by Wrangler, tank fop by
Lewi's, [acket by Taavo, sneakers by Conversa, = Jannifer wears feans by Luella, blouse by
Lanvin, shoes by Marc Jacobs



